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Professor Sospeter M uhongo, a Tanzanian, is the founding 
and the current Regional Director of the ICSU (International 
Council for Science) Regional O ffice for A frica. He is the Chair of  
the Science Programme Committee (SPC) of the UN-procla imed 
International Year of Planet Earth (IYPE).  Prof Muhongo is the 
Chairperson of the Steering Committee of the Scientific,  
Technical and Research Commission of the African Union (AU-
STRC). He is the Chairperson of the UNESCO/IUGS/IGCP 
Scientific B oard and V ice President of the Commission of the 
Geological Map of the World (CGMW). Prof Muhongo is a Full 
Professor of Geology , a Chartered Geologist (UK) and the first 
recipient (2004) of the Robert S hackleton Award for 
Outstanding Research in the Precambrian Geology  of A frica. In 

2006 P rof Muhongo won the prestigious National Award for Outstanding Research in S&T in 
Tanzania. The Geologica l Society  of South A frica coffered the prestigious “Honours Award”  
upon Prof Muhongo for his meritorious contribution to the Earth Science profession in 2007.  
He is an Honorary  Professor of G eology  at the University  of Pretoria (S outh Africa). He was 
the P resident of the Geological Society of A frica (1995-2001); and Head of D epartment of 
Geology of the University  of Dar E s Sa laam, T anzania (1997-2000). He obta ined his BSc 
(Hons) geology degree from the U niversity  of Dar Es Salaam in 1979 and undertook  
postgraduate studies at the Universit ies of G öttingen (MSc research) and TU Berl in 
(D r.rer.nat.) in Germany .  His outstanding performance during his BSc studies made him win 
the V ice-Chancellor’s Prize (1977) and the Gondwana Prize (1979) at the University of Dar Es 
Salaam. Prof Muhongo is a Fellow and a Chartered Geologist of the Geological Society of 
London (F GS, CGeol);  a Honorary  Research Fellow of the Chinese Academy of Geological 
Sciences (FCA GS); a Fellow of the African Academy  of Sciences (FAA S), a Fellow of the 
Geological Society  of A frica (FGSA f); a Fellow of the Academy  of Sciences for the Developing 
World (FTWA S); a Fellow of the Gondwana Institute for Geology  and Env ironment (FGIGE ); 
and a Fellow  of the Academy of Science of South A frica (FA SSA f). Prof Muhongo is a 
recognized European Geologist (EurGeol). He is a member of other numerous high-standing 
and learned professional societies.  He is the author or co-author of over 100 scientif ic 
art icles and technical papers including articles published in very learned international journals 
of high impact factors. He has co-authored the publication of large-scale geological maps of 
A frica, East A frica and T anzania. He has been inv ited to give more than 200 keynote 
speeches in international conferences held in Africa, America, Asia and Europe. Prof Muhongo 
has co-organized over 50 international scientific and policy  conferences, including those of 
UNESCO and the African Union (AU), in A frica, A sia and Europe. He is the E ditor-in Chief of  
the Journal of African Earth Sciences (E lsev ier); and an Associate Editor of  the Precambrian 
Research Journal (Elsevier). P rof Muhongo has been the Chairman of the Board of Directors 
of the State Mining Corporation (STAMICO) of Tanzania since 1999. He has also aided in a 
long list of international scientific programmes including the UN-proclaimed International Year 
of the Planet Earth (IYPE); the IGOS Geoharzards Peer Review Team; the IGCP International 
Advisory Group of Experts on G eological Heritage; the International Commission for Earth 
Science in Africa (ICESA); the R&D Advisory Committee on Management of Natural Resources 
Research (COSTECH, Tanzania); and the International A ssociation for Gondwana Research.  
Prof Muhongo is on T WAS’s Membership Selection Committee for Earth Sciences category , 
and is a Member of the Advisory  Board of TWAS/TWNSO/UNDP-SSC  on Disaster Mitigation in 
Small Island Developing States (SIDS).  He is a Member of the American Geophysical Union’s 
(AGU) New International Award Committee for the 2006-2008 Term.  Prof Muhongo is a 
member of the N ominating Committee, for the Executive Committee, of the I nternational 
Union of Geologica l Sciences (IUGS). He is an ex-officio member of the Pan-A frican 
Committee (PACOM) for START (global change SysTem for Analy sis, Research and Training),  
and is a member of the Southern A frican Regional Universities A ssociation (SARUA) S&T 
Advisory Group. Prof Muhongo has established excellent and reliable contacts with senior 
scholars, business executives, politicians and government officials throughout the world.  He 
is immensely  mentoring young scientists around the world and has developed specia l interest 
in the application of science, research, technology and innovation for the sustainable socio-
economic development of the global society . His contacts are: s.muhongo@icsu-africa.org 
and www.icsu-africa.org. 
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